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EXCELLENCE AWARDS GO TO UM FACULTY MEMBERS 
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana College of Arts and Sciences has recognized two faculty 
members for their teaching excellence and exceptional work with UM students.
Winston and Helen Cox Educational Excellence awards went to Bryan Cochran, assistant 
professor of psychology, and Adam Nyman, assistant professor of mathematical sciences.
The awards, given annually since 1996, go to faculty members who have not received 
tenure at UM. Award winners receive at least $500 to purchase books of their choice for UM’s 
Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library plus an unrestricted cash award.
While service, research and publications are important in determining who receives the 
awards, the primary focus is the faculty member’s excellent teaching and time dedicated to 
mentoring and advising students.
Letters of recommendation for this year’s awards describe Cochran as “at once dynamic, 
inspiring and rigorous.” He was praised for his innovative techniques and the extra time he 
devotes to students.
Mathematics students say that when they visit Nyman at his office, he is always “eager, 
polite and genuinely joyful to receive them.” They note his impressive instruction methods and
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his valuable one-on-one advising.
“We are grateful to the Cox family for their contribution that allows us to recognize our 
up-and-coming faculty members,” said James Scott, associate dean of UM’s College o f Arts and 
Sciences. “This year’s award winners and nominees all are stellar teachers who are not only 
dedicated to their students, but also nationally recognized in their research.”
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